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A Note of Thanks

My name is Matt. [ wanted to take a moment to write a quick note to you and your organiza-
tion in order to say thank you for all the help HomeSharing has provided to my father, Jeff.

To give you a little back story, recently my father was threatened with homelessness due to
the fact he was being evicted from his home of 27 years, from a bank foreclosure.

So I went online and started to search for resources I could turn to for help with my Dad's
situation and came across HomeSharing.org. After reading through your site, I decided to get
in contact with the organization as I felt you might be able to help. My Dad is a very person-
able, intelligent and fairly conscientious person so I thought he had a fairly good chance of
being able to match up with someone who was looking to share their home. He also has very
limited resources, so it was probably a good fit from a "resources" point of view as well.

I placed a call to try to find out more about your program, and made contact with Claudia
Yurecko. During our short conversation, Claudia explained the program to me and that it
could take a couple of months to place a 'Seeker'. | mentioned to Claudia where I lived and
that my Mom was housed in an assisted living facility in a nearby town (both in Hunterdon
County). At that point Claudia realized she had an immediate opening in the same town
where my Mom’s facility is located and that it might be a perfect fit for my Dad!

Well, to make a long story short,
all the pieces fell into place.
Within the space of two weeks
(from the time I made initial con-
tact to the time my Dad will
move into his new space), Clau-
dia and HomeSharing had com-
pleted the process with my Dad.
He will move into his new home
this Sunday.
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You cannot imagine how much

- 7 ,
of a relief it is for me to know

my Dad will be in a safe place, ‘J

with other people his age, and they will all be helping each other out. It feels as if the world
has been lifted from my shoulders.

I also just want to say that Claudia was a joy to work with, and it was her quick thinking and
proactive attitude that has saved my Dad. And your organization is a perfect illustration of
how a valuable, well-functioning and vital organization that endeavors to help the less fortu-
nate should perform and function.

You and everyone within HomeSharing should be very proud! So once again, on behalf of
myself and my Dad - THANK YOU. Your organization has made a huge difference in our
lives!
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From Our President

. | Andriette Mathews

I tried to imagine what life would be
without HomeSharing, Inc. It could be
replaced with a larger organization but
the warmth that Director Lisa Blum
and the social workers bring would be
missing. It is small enough that the
staff, board members, and program
participants all know each other.

The social workers who go into the community and listen
to our neighbors who are desperate for some basic
support, whether it is a home, extra money, assistance or
other resources, would no longer be there.

Our Providers and Seekers give back by donating their
time and support to HomeSharing and other community
organizations. They do not just share a home, but both
the Providers and Seekers support each other in simple
day to day activities such as shopping, providing
transportation, making dinner or just talking.

Unless you are involved with the activities of
HomeSharing, where Seekers, Providers and the
community get together to share ideas and stories, you
may miss the real meaning of our agency. HomeSharing
takes those ideas and brings the skills of organization,
social responsibility, developing an idea, designing, and
brainstorming to bear so our program meets the needs of
its participants and a small agency can have a large
impact. This would not be there without HomeSharing.

HomeSharing mirrors the communities that it serves.
Through its fundraising and community social events it
brings together the Staff with Home Providers and
Seekers, Donors, and Volunteers, who in turn are
inspired to give back to the community. Our community
is only as healthy and successful as the individuals and
families that live here.

But we need your help! All are welcome to participate in
donating time, to answer phones, work at our events,
discuss your ideas or lend your special skills to
HomeSharing. Join us at one of our events. Or donate-
your generous giving goes a long way in this small, cost-
effective agency. It’s the best way to support your
community and have your community support you. Just
give Lisa Blum a call at 908-526-4663 to become part of
our HomeSharing family.

HomeSharing Launches New Website

In January, HomeSharing launched its new (and
improved) website. It still can be found at
homesharing.org, but it now includes:

and more!

HomeSharing, Inc.
An Affordable Housing Alternative

We couldn’t have done it without Matt Montellione, CEO
of Royce Brook Media, and his staff. Located on Main
Street in Somerville, Royce Brook Media focuses on
helping small to medium size businesses grow by
developing strong online presences and implementing
strategic marketing plans.

Last year, Matt was introduced to HomeSharing. When he
heard that an agency donor was hiring consultants to
enhance the marketing of HomeSharing, he immediately
offered to donate HomeSharing's latest website so that the
donor’s generous gift could be spent on other needs. While
building HomeSharing's site, Matt also built a friendship
with the agency staff and board, and he is always available
when assistance is needed.

If you need a website
built, contact Royce '

Brook Media and support Royce Brook
those who support MEDIA

HomeSharing!

A more detailed description of who we are and how

HomeSharing works;

Stories about and testimonials from our Providers and

Seekers;

News, including newsletter archives, newspaper
articles and television spots;

Easy access to Events, Donations and Contacting Us
(for services or volunteering);

HomeSharing

Log on to homesharing.org
and check out our new look!
Don’t forget to subscribe to receive
our newsletter online!
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How The New Tax Law Will Affect HomeSharing

The new tax law, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, has unintended consequences for nonprofits, their donors and their clients.
Analysts expect the law’s provisions will reduce charitable giving by about 6-9% per year (Neo Law Group, 2018).

Increasing the standard deduction will depress charitable giving because only those who itemize their deductions get
the benefit of a charitable contribution deduction (Neo Law Group, 2018).

This decline is expected to be concentrated among gifts from the middle class. The richest Americans will mostly keep
their ability to take the tax break. However, the wealthy are more likely to give to larger charities (like museums, hospitals
and universities), while smaller donors tend to give to social service agencies (Washington Post, 2017).

The new law also more than doubles the size of estates that will be subject to the federal estate tax so the number or people
who pay estate taxes will drop significantly. The estate tax is an incentive for wealthy to give to charity rather than pay the
tax. Eliminating that incentive for many more estates will cause a substantial decline in large gifts (The Hill, 2018).

The tax code may also change the size and timing of gifts. [t may result in more “bunched giving”- instead of making
annual gifts to charities, donors choose to accumulate their giving dollars over multiple years to make several years’ worth of
gifts in one year. This strategy could be employed to cause their itemized deductions (including the charitable contribution
deduction) to be higher than the standard deduction (New York Times, 2018).

The new law sets a $10,000 limit on how much can be deducted for state and local income, sales and/or property taxes
for any one year. This could be particularly difficult for retirees. In the past, these items were fully deductible
(Kiplinger’s, 2018). They will have less money to give to charity, and some may have trouble paying their bills.

Here at HomeSharing, we are concerned. Individual donors make up about a third of our budget and most of those
donors are from the middle class. We don’t know yet how our donations will be impacted, and because people give for altru-
istic reasons as well as the tax write off, many will find a way to do so. We are looking to foundations and corporations for
additional funding, as much of their giving revenue comes from investments and profits and they will benefit from the new
tax code. At the same time, we are expecting an increase in the number of people who are looking to become home Providers
at HomeSharing. One way to make up for the lessened income resulting from the limit on state, local and property taxes is to
have additional income from renting out a room in the home.

What You Can Do:

Consider increasing your donation this year, especially if you are itemizing and are able to do so.

Consider “bunching” your donations so you can itemize.

Tell your senators and representatives to make the charitable deduction available to those who do not itemize.

Introduce HomeSharing to your place of work and your colleagues. Your business may have an increased capacity to

give this year.

e Ifyou know people who are struggling due to the limits on their state/local and property tax deductions, tell them about
HomeSharing- some extra rental income may make the difference in their ability to stay in their homes.

Upcoming Events

Designer Handbag
Friday, April 6 at 6:00 pm at the Somerville Elks

2018 HomeSharing Benefit Concert

with The Cindi Rand Band
Sunday, May 6 from 5-9 pm at the Somerville Elks

See inserts for registration information on these events. For additional information, contact Lisa Blum :
Sponsorshijp Opportunities Available. 908-526-4663
Iblum.homesharing@verizon.net.



https://www.cindirandband.com/
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The Company We Keep

HomeSharing thanks the following
foundations, corporations,

organizations, and individuals that have
generously supported our work in 2017.

$10,000 and above

County of Middlesex

County of Somerset

Ethicon

Micro

Partners for Health Foundation

Rutgers Community Health Foundation
Wallerstein Foundation

$9.999 - $5,000

Affinity Foundation

Amboy Bank Foundation

BMI-Rupp Foundation

Investors Savings Bank Foundation

Johnson & Johnson Somerset County Companies
Robert & Joan Dircks Foundation, Inc.

Mr.& Mrs. Frank Semcer, Sr.

The Elizabeth B. & Arthur E. Roswell Foundation
United Way of Hunterdon County

$4,999 - $2,000

Arnold A. Schwartz Foundation
C.R Bard Foundation

Franklin Township

Ms. Maureen Kalena

Lakeland Bank

Mr. John C. Lowell

Mr & Mrs. Paul Mathews
Millington Savings Bank

PNC Foundation

Rebenack, Aronow & Mascolo LLP
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Rebenack
Regal Bank

Roselle Savings Bank

The Provident Bank
Anonymous

$1,999 - $500

Bank of Princeton

Ms. Nancy Baron

Benedict-Miller LLC

Bogota Savings Bank

Boyle Hotels Management Group
Christ Church

Church of St. John's on the Mountain
Coughlin Duffy LLP

Mr. John Crisafulli

Mr. Jeffrey Drews

Ms. Muriel Ganger

Ms. Wilma Gelfand

Glen Rock Savings Bank

Ms. Luann Hellwig

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Huck

IFF, Inc.

Mr. Frank Jankoski

Dr. & Dr. A. Neill Johnson

Johnson & Johnson Matching Gifts Program
The Estate of Donald B. Kaufman
LaFontaine & Budd, inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Ledgerwood

Mr. Paul Napolitan

New Jersey American Water

New Jersey Manufacturers Insurance Co.
New Jersey Risk Managers

Nisivoccia, LLP

The PeopleCare Center For Nonprofits, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Santoro

Savo, Schalk, Gillespie, O’'Grodnick & Fisher, PA
Township of Bridgewater

Temple Sholom Chevra Kadesha

Unity Bank

Mr. Marc Urowsky

Vining Sparks

Walmart

Mr. & Mrs. John Yurecko

$499 - $250

Mr. Kwasi Adu-Sarkodie

Ms. Paloma Amar-Coleman
Atlantic Technology Enterprises
Ms. Lisa Blum

Mr. & Mrs. N.J. Blessing

Mr. Joseph Colalillo

Ms. Mary Desiato

Mr. Michael Deak

Executive Sports Group

Ms. Prudence Fletcher

Fund for Charitable Giving

Mr. & Mrs. Set Goldstein
Greater New York Mutual Insurance Company
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Guss

Mr. Robert Hellwig

Ms. Lynne Ann Hewlett

Mr. Robert Howard

Lord & Taylor

Mr. & Mrs. William Patskin

Mrs. Louise Rapkin

Mr. & Mrs. Arlyn Rus

Schulman, Wiegmann & Associates
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Shriner

Mr. Lloyd Silverman

Suplee,, Clooney, & Company
Your Cause.com

Dr. & Mrs. Jerome M. Zweig




