RETIREMENT LIVING

Find a Match to
Share Your Home

OLDER HOMEOWNERS WHO ARE LOOKING FOR EXTRA

cash and some help around the house may want

to consider renting out a spare bedroom. To find
a good fit, they can turn to home-sharing programs
that will match an empty nester with someone needing
affordable housing.

For older people who live alone, home-sharing
could “be an alternative to senior housing or moving
in with families,” says Kirby Dunn, executive director
of HomeShare Vermont (www.homesharevermont.org),
based in South Burlington. Renters do not perform
caregiving tasks, but they may agree to chores such as
dog walking, driving and lawn mowing, often in return
for reduced rent—the kind of help that could enable
seniors to remain at home longer, Dunn says.

Julie Pierson, 77, and her husband, Stewart, 80, don’t
need help now, but they are testing out home-sharing
as an option later. For the past year, they have rented
a furnished bedroom in their Hinesburg, Vt., house to
retired engineer George E. King 111, 76, a widower who
moved from Rhode Island to Vermont because he liked
the area. “We wanted to see what it would be like to
have a stranger in the house,” says Julie, a retired social
worker. They charge rent of $400 a month—“one extra
plane flight to visit a child,” she says.

As part of a written agreement, King cooks one meal
a week and cares for the Piersons’ two dogs when the
couple are away. The Piersons and King value their pri-
vacy so they spend little time together. Stewart, a re-
tired clergyman, says the arrangement “has gone well.”

King is pleased, too. He travels, visits longtime
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friends who live nearby, and says his large bedroom
and bathroom are ideal for his needs. “I am fortunate
to be living with some very nice people,” King says.

Local home-share groups, usually nonprofits, screen
both homeowners and renters. “The typical provider is
an older adult on a fixed income who may have taxes to
pay or mortgage payments to make,” says Lisa Blum,
executive director of HomeSharing Inc. (www.home
sharing.org), based in Bridgewater, N.J. Home seekers
may need affordable housing after a spouse’s death or
a job loss.

Homeowners and renters must provide character
references, and social workers interview prospective
housemates on their “routines and pet peeves,” Blum
says. Providers and seekers receive contact informa-
tion on suitable housemates.

When two parties decide to give it a go, the non-
profit will help them draw up an agreement. Blum says
the agreement can get into the nitty gritty of house-
mate life, such as quiet hours and how long dishes can
remain in the sink. (To find a local program, go to the
website of the National Shared Housing Resource Cen-
ter at www.nationalsharedhousing.org.)

Online Matchmakers

Several online entrepreneurs are now getting into
the home-share game. Unlike local programs, online
matchmakers such as for-profit Silvernest (www.silver
nest.com) and nonprofit Senior Homeshares (www
seniorhomeshares.com), both based in Boulder, Colo.,
generally do not interview prospective home sharers.
Rather, “it’s a lot like online dating,” says Stephanie
Heacox, Senior Homeshares’ chief executive officer.
“Homeowners and home seekers fill out a profile, and
an algorithm will make a match.”

Homeowners who use Heacox’s service submit pro-
files with information on rent, the house’s characteris-
tics and what they want in a roommate. The seekers’
profiles could include work background and hobbies.
Once the system spits out matches, users receive pro-
files without idenrifving information, and they can ex-
change e-mails through the group’s computer system,

Users of online home-sharing services must do
much of the legwork, such as interviewing. “I recom-
mend commonsense safety measures, such as taking a
friend or neighbor to meet a potential housemate,” says
Heacox, whose website includes links to resources on
background checks and lease agreements. The Ver-
mont program’s website includes a guide for pursuing
a home share on vour own. K SUSAN B. GARLAND
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